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ma LETTER from t George Tau 
+ - M.A. and Fellow of Jeſs 

e, to Francis Dient, 

and Fellow: of Trinity rial! in 


"ſame Univerſity, 3 


DISCOURSE. 


AT THE 


ræcian Coffee- Houle, 
On February the 11th, 172%. 
London, Thurſdey, Feb. is. 177%, 
M. Good Friend, | | 
IE PON the Diſcourſe we had 
4\). | EEE Anſwer to Free- 
— „n, I could not forbear 


| calling a, uf it the next Mor- 
ning, in Hopes of rn the Fatigue 


on Monday Night about Phi- 


(4) 


of an unpleaſant and tireſome Jour- 
ney, which I expected, (and I found it 
worſe than I expected) by ſo grateful 
a Companion in the Evening. But 
when J got in here, which I did not 
till after ſeven, I found my ſelf paſt 
receiving Pleaſure from any thing of 
that Natufe, I mean reading, and had 
nothing to d. wich my-wearied Eyes 
and Limbs, but to compoſe 'em to 
Sleep. Fmding the next Morning, 
what indeed I ſuppos'd, that the Book 
was not yet come to Town ,- inſteach of 
paying a Viſit to the Greciaus , to fee 
what Effects jt. might have wrought 
upon the Cotmtenances of the Perſons 
ſuppos'd to be concern d, which you 
remerhbas was mentioned in Merri- 
ment, I refolyed. with myiſelf to g 
thither , and if 1 found Mr. Cent, 
to offer him the Uſe of my Copy, as 
for laſt Night. Accordingly I refus'd 
to lend it to any body Yeſterday, and 
although I had not found time to read 
any thing beſides the Preface, and two 
or three Paſſages here and there my 
ſelf, I went to the Grecian in the E- 
- vening to make good my Reſolution. 


When [ FLA how | it came into my 


| Mind 


| 
{ 
4 
ſ 
( 
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(5) 

Mind to endeavour to offer it to him, 
before. I would lend it to any of my 
Friends, or though I ſhould not have 
Leiſure to go through it my ſelf, I 
find: I neither did it with an Intention 
to inſult. him, as with a thing that 
might mortify him, nor to complement. 
him as with an acceptable Rarity, but 
in hopes to gratify his Fancy with 
ſomething that might ut the ſame time 
do him good. Well! but after I had 
for ſome time expected this Gentleman, 
who ſhould jump ia upon me but Mr. 
, I immediately ſeiz'd upon him, ; 
and got him to a part of the Room 4 
the remoteſt from Company, with De- 4 
ſign to do him no more Harm than 4 
the other if he had been there, and 
with Hopes of obliging him as much. 
After accuſtomed Civilities, and a 
little Raillery upon our Meeting at that 
Place 5 I firſt, in the decenteſt manner 1 
I could, drew him to talk of Cambridge, 4 
and the extraordinary manner with | 
2 he took his leave of many of his 
4 — uaintance and Friends, and of his Be. 
viour to ſome worthy: and ſober Per- 
ho beſides, both then and probably at 


other times. ſeem d to wonder a 
a Gen- 
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and Attainments in liberal Knowledge, 


(6) 
a Gentleman who appear d to propoſe 
ſuch worthy Ends in his Travels, and 
whoſe genteel Appearance, good Parts, 


might ſo eaſily have zain'd him the Ac- 
quaintance and Friendſhip of all the 
Perſons of Learning and Worthamonegſt 
us, ſhould inſtead of that, take ſuch 
Meaſures, as to deprive himſelf not on- 
Iy of the Acquaintance of many ſuch, 
but even of the good Word of ſome. 
I choſe at firſt to apply my ſelf thus to 
the prudent part of the Bufineſs, re- 
ſerving the higher Concern till after- 
wards. As for the good Manners of 
it, *tis ſo delicate a Point, that I was 
unwilling to touch upon it with a Per- 
ſon I have had no Intimacy with, and 
conſequently can have little more than 
a general Concern for. He ſeem'd to 
think I might, in this general Expoſtu- 
lation, bear a ſpecial Regard to one 
particular Perſon , but tho' I aſſur d 
him I meant no body in particular, he 
proceeded to diſtinguiſh one Perſon 


from all others, whom he ſuppos'd I 


meant. My View with him for the 
preſent, was to bring him to give me 
leave and room tg explain bis 7 


. 
duct in ſuch a manner, as might ſerve 
to leſſen, if not take wholly away, the 
Prejudices he had left againſt him, and 
the Offences he had given. What he 
ſaid to me, in anſwer to theſe Parti- 
culars, was not what I was entirely ſa- 
tisfy'd with, and therefore I don't 
know whether I ſhould tell you the ſe- 
veral things he did ſay, or mention a- 
ny more of the Diſcourſe we had for 
about two Hours in that Place. Howe- 
ver, I think I ought firſt to acquaint 
you with that which gives Occaſion to 


my * you an Account of this 


length, at this time. I cannot re- 
collect the very Place and Circumſtan- 
ces he brought it in with, but he gave 
me to underſtand, that as earneſt as I 
was with him in my Expoſtulations, 
in my juſtifying Offences taken at him 
according to my own Meaſures of judg- 
ing and reſenting, and in my Argu- 
ments upon the true Merit of the Af. 
fair againſt him, I my ſelf was not 
wholly free from Reflections of the ſame 


Nature, at the ſame Place; that he had 
more than once, and from many parti- 


cular Perſons, heard me cenſur'd, as 


not Orthodox, or as he vary'd it to 


the 


689 

the ſame Senſe, Heretical. When this 
Matter was hinted in the midſt of our 
Talk, whether I thought it a piece 
of Banter, or that he miſtook or miſ- 
apply d the Words, of the Senſe, of 
the manner in which they might be 
ſpoke , or that I was held in Suſpenſe 
upon ſo new and unexpected a thing, 
and of that kind; I am certain I was ve. 
ry ſtrangely affected, and laboured un- 
der a Confuſion of Thought, which I 
found I was not like to ſeparate and 
clear my felf through at that time; and 
in that Place, fo that I faid little (I am 
ſure) to it, but what that little was, I 
dont know; I hope, and I dare engage 
for my ſelf, I faid nothing that might 
give him any reaſon to think I ſhould 
not be affected with a thing of that na- 
ture, in the manner every honeſt Chri- 
ſian ought, and as IJ hope I need not 
perſuade you to believe I am. You 
apprehend in what Senſe I muſt necefſa- 
rily take the words Orthodox and Here. 
tical, viz. in the ſame as thoſe of a 
Chriſtian and a Free-Thinker, in the 
late abuſed Senſe of that word. For 
beſides that I almoſt think I heard him” 
uſe the laſt Expreſſion, the ee | 

| * 


(9) 

this Obſervation of his to the Subject 
of our Diſcourſe, a Particular he men- 
tion'd at the ſame time, puts me out 
of all Hopes of a more favourable 
Meaning, which Particular was, that 
my having ſaid I had been forty times 
with Mr. C, was either an Occaſion 
of ſuch a Judgments being at one time 
made upon me, or alledg'd as the 
Ground of it. As for the Oddneſs of 
the Terms, they might have been ſo ap- 
ply'd deſignedly, or accidentally, or ig - 
norantly. The particular Perſons de- 
termining of me ſo exceedingly to my 
Wrong, I neither do know, (nor will 

ever know if I can help it) nor ſo much 
_ as ſuſpeR; *tis ſufficient that I have 
great reaſon to think they were Clergy- 
men: And tho' there are Blacks of 


different Prices, as well as Purples, yet 


there is no body in that Colour, that I 
can think of as concern'd here, whoſe 
Opinion ought not to affect me. One 
Perſon indeed was voluntarily named 
to me, and he is one, whoſe Opi- 
nion of me almoſt in any reſpect, I do 


as much value, as that of any one of 


happen d to ſay be- 
B fore, 


— 


his Order, which I 
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(10) 
fore, and repeated it, not leſs heartily, 
after this Matter was ſpoke of : But as 
his Expreſſions and Manner were diſtin- 
ly repreſented to me, I have that Con- 
ſidence in my own Innocency, and his 
Candour, Truth, and. good Judgment, 
that I hall very eaſily wipe off any Preju- 
dice of that ſort againſt me, which any In- 
firmities or Indiſcretions on my Part, may 
have given him an Occaſion to receive. 
So far therefore I preſume my ſelf ac- 
quitted. For your felf, my old Friend, 
let me tell you, I will make you no pre. 
poſterous Complements of perfonal Re- 
ſpect and Partiality to me in this matter. 


I know the Fervour of your Zeal for Rel 


gion. Iiook upon you as ſevere in your 
ſelf, and as much prevented againſt me 
in this Reſpect, as any honeſt Man in 
the World. I have known you as long, 
T have diſcours'd with you as often, and 
oppos'd you (in words many time when 
I might think with you) as freely, as 
crudely, and as widely in refigious 
Matters, as I have any Man, and ve- 
rily believe, much more. Amongſt 
my many other Failings, à too eager 
For wardneſs to oppoſe others, 8 
01 G ally 


( 
ally ſuch as in my own Opinion are but 
my Equals or Inferiors upon the Argu- 
ments, I own tobe one. I am ſenſible 
I am ſometimes driven in the full and 
rapid Torrent of thoſe Spirits, if not to 
perplex ſome in their Judgment of the 
Fruth in queſtion, who may happen 
to be unprovided with proper Proofs, 
or more unskilful in the Management 
of ſuch as they have, than my ſelf; at 
leaſt, to prejudice others againſt my 
own Sincerity or Judgment. I hope I 
do not deceive my ſelf, when I think I 
never once have meant any Injury to 
Truth it ſelf, or to the real Good and 
Happineſs of any Perſon in givitig way 
to this Penchant of my Mind. But ſtill 
*tis a Weed of human Nature, which 
neglected , may become pernicious e- 
nough, and tho, I do confefs, pretty 
deeply rooted in mine, I hope by truer 
Reflections, conſtant Endeavours, and 
the divine Aſſiſtance, to maſter it by 
Degrees. But the Cafe of my Differen- 
ces with you, has been quite of another 
Nature. *Tis poſſible one may be incon- 
veniently, nay, even to a Fault, in the 
Right, and in ſuch Inſtances, Oppoſition 
Will be found Friendſhipand Duty. Now 
7 2 B 3 give 


- - <S 


Ei 


give me leave to ſay, I never yet knew a 
Man of your Senſe, Honeſty, and good 
Nature, adhere fo tenaciouſly, ſecurely; 
and, I was like to have ſaid, implicitly 
to the religious Notions you have re- 
ceivd, and carry ſeverer Thoughts a- 
gainſt any who diſagree with you, or 
appear to do ſo. But although the 
Truth and Excellency of the Religion 
of the Country we live in, be certainly 
ſuch, as to make this Diſpoſition under 
it, very ſafe to your ſelf, and not inju- 
rious to others, (I mean as to the Truth 
of the Revelation itſelf) and tho' the 
Care of your Parents, and Friends, and 
Teachers, and the Circumſtances of all 
parts of your Education and Life, may 
nave been ſo happily right, as that in the 
diſtin& Interpretation and Application 
of the revealed Truth, you may be alſo 
free from Errors or Scruples of Moment, 

t what Conſequences may not ſuch a 
Paſſveneſ as you uſe to inſiſt upon here, 
have upon thoſe, who were born, or bred 
up, in other Countries, of a different Re- 
ligion; or who, in our own, have neceſſa- 
rily had different, and worſe Circumſtan- 
ces of Inſtruction and Converſation? And 
the Arguments you can uſe, muſt (Tam 
in e afraid) 


( 13) 
afraid) without begging what is in 
queſtion, hold as ſtrongly for Acquieſ- 
cence in the one Caſe as in the other. 
Now if I have endeavour'd, by ſuch Ar- 
guments as I thought moſt likely to do 
it, to free you from an Opinion, and 
Temper, capable of ſuch Conſequences, 
as I thought 1 plainly ſaw, but were 
unattended by you; I hope I have ſo 
far done neither your ſelf, nor the 
Truth any Harm: I am ſure I meant 
none. But however that be, I have 
jarr d with you ſo often upon theſe 
Subjects, and explain'd my Meaning 
in it, hitherto, ſa little, that I can ex- 


pect no Fayour from you in the pre- 


ſent Caſe. Vet I perſiſt to make Choice 
of you, to convey theſe my Thoughts, 
to ſuch Perſons of Worth andReputa. 
tion in Cambridge, as you think, or 
know, or can diſcover, to have taken, 
or expreſs d, any Prejudices againſt me, 
and to make 
ſification. I have, you know, at cer 
tain times, been eaſy enough under 


ſome things concerning my Reputation; 
I have, perhaps, either from a falſe. 


Notion of the thing, or a real, tho' 
unobſery'd Pride of Heart, or a Lai. 


nels, 


them prevail to my Ju- 


— 


(14) 
neſs and Security of / Complexion ; 
1 ſhewn, in ſome Caſcs, too great a Con -· 
| | tempt or Negligence of uncharitable 
. and - Reflections upon me. 
#| But in any thing of this kind, tho' a 
[+ good Conſcience is equivalent to a thou- 
| ſand Witneſſes , and alone ſuſficient to 
1 fatisfy me, as to any real and effential \ 
| Evil; yetI am convinc d, that it may bo 
a Duty and Fuſtice to my felf, and o- 
thers, both to thoſe who have cenſur d 
| me, and to thoſe who may have been 
i any ways affected with the Knowledge 
. of it, to produce, as far as I can with 
Truth, what may ſer ve in any manner, 
| to: wipe off ſuch thick Blots as theſe, 
| from my Chriſtian Name. But, as 
[| hinted before, I except from this my 
regard, all ſuch Perſons; if there he any 
ſuch concern d, who being unworthy in 
themſelves, may have wrong d me, ei- 
ther from an uncharitable Raſhneſs, or 
ev n againſt their real Opinion, or 
with any other unworthy Circumſtan- 
| ces. The Characters fuch Men give, 
„ ought to have no value ſet upon them, 
: no not by thoſe whom they abuſe 5 they 
N haye no Night to be inform'd of the 
Jrath, nor indeed do de defie it 
_ | a 


— OO ũͤ HI m H - — — — — — — 
—_ << — 4 2 — eds — IR 5 EN 


615) 
As far, and as much, as I can re- 
collect, or know of my ſelf, in theſe re- 
ſpects, there is no Subject, {ſince I have 
reflected at all, that I have read, and 
conſider d, more, and more carefully of, 
than that of the Foundations and Eſſen- 
——— & indy — 
thing. that 1s ca being t 
inco the iſon, of the Truth and 
of which, I have come to 
Condluſions of fuller Satisfaction and 
2 Joy. Monſieur I Abadie upon 
this Subject „ was the firſt particular 
Book of the kind that I met with. This 
Book I read while I was undergraduate, 
and chiefly upon his Arguments, (tho' 
y CO k 
others,) in two of the three Poſitions 
which are to be:defended in the Sophi- 
fter's AQ, I endeavour'd to maintain 
the Exiſtence of God and his Providence 
- over the World. In a Retreat ſoon af. 
ter from my College, for atwelvemonth, 
you have heard what Occaſions I had 


given me to conſider farther, and con- 


verſe upon thoſe Matters, and to give 
Proofs, of my Steddyneſs, at leaft, and 


a proper Zeal in ſuch Tryals. Upon my 


1 as far as one's pri- 


vate 
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vate Studies and Sentiments can be 
made known by publick Teſtimonies, I 
continued in the ſame Searches, and 
proportionable Convictions. Much the 
greateſt part of my Chapel Exerciſes 

were always of this ſort; I will men- 
tion thoſe that occur at preſent to my 
Memory. Permiſſio mali non ledit diving 
attributa, particularly againſt the famous 
Free-thinker and Reviver of the Obje&i- 
ons of the Heretick Manes, and his Fol- 
lower's, Monſ. BAYLE.” Diluviam Noa- 
chi fuit Univerſale. Ad fidem Moſs de di. 
luvio faciendam non opus eft aliens Hypo- 
theſi, Gentes Americanas ab Moachi po- 
fteris ortos eſſe nil vetat, againſt Dr.BUR- 


Mfof the Charter- Houſe. Fuiſſe homenes 


ante Adamum, nec recta ratio ſuadet, nec 
ſana Hiſtoria teſtatur, in Oppoſition to 
Free-thinking Pyrerius. Religions Chri- 
ſtianæ, prædicando expoſite,afſenſum negan- 
tibus ab ſ olam infidelitatem, pænæ infligi me- 


rito 7 And of the very laft I per- 


form d, this was one of the Subjects, 
viz. Religio Chriſtiana, tantum habet p- 
dei ab externis Teſtimoniis, quantum jure 
requiri poteſt. And that you may not 
think I am grown an Apoſtate from my 
alf ſince theſe Occaſions, Ihave thought 


upon 


(17) 
| my nett Performances of this, kind 
for che preſent Term, and-they.would 
— been to this Effect: The 
— Thatobe Paſſage over the RED SEA 
miraculous, and could uot be 
ede by the natural Gauſes of 4 low Ebb 
and a firong Wind,” according to Mr. ie 
Gere and 5 others before him; and the 
other, That the Blackneſs of the Ethio- 
pians in Africa doe: not prove them to have 
_ Sprung from common Parents, diffe- 
; theſe of the ref of Mankind. 
But you will ſay, I have all this time 
offer d at no ſpecial Proofs. of my Con- 
viction of the Excellency. of the Chrs: 
ftien Morals,” What 1 have ſaid, rela- 
ting only to the Truth of the Revela: 
ton; but as that ſeems to be included 
in this part, and conſequently the leſs 
needs a particular Regard, ſo tis much 
more eaſily demonſtrable Pqferiori, 
and upon that Account has been very 
little oppos d, and with very inconſide. 
rable Force, either by the old or the 
modern Infidels and Scepticks. The 
chief Exceptions of the ancient Enemies 
of Chriſtinity: have been pretended to 
be taken againſt it as a monſtrous $u- 


eie,“ (cho from 8 of em wits 
Were 
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were Heathens ridiculouſly and incon- 


ſiſtently enough) and few or none af 
the melt inerü rate of em, ever object - 
ed againſt its moral, but upon ſuch ab- 
ſurd and extravagant Suggeſtions -as 


ſufficiently declar 'chey could: not be. 


lieve themſelves.” But altho''T never 
had any Scruples im my ſelt, and hard- 
ly ever met with any open or avow'd 
Objections from others againſt our Rex 
ligion in this Reſpect, yet fr the pure 
Contemplation of Truths of ſo great 
Dignity and Importance, I have not, ac 
cording to- my poor Meaſure of Judg- 
ment and Knowledge, been backward 
in conſidering the Nature, and Reaſon 
of the Chriſtian Daty alſo 3; and upon 
the faireſt andjuſteſt Compariſon I could 


make of it, with all other Revelations of 


the fame Nature from Heaven, or Diſco- 
veries of Men, (as far as I have been able 
to ſind them out, and underſtand them,) 
I found Reaſon to conclude, what 1 
have aWo acknowledg d in the fame pub 
lick manner, v. That Firtus Chu is. 

na, chm Hebræũ tum Ethnici ¶multo ma. 


git Mabonmedirã] perfettor eft-E& emcel. 


entior I confeſs; tho' I have very 


carefuJly read and examin'd the ffoical 


PF 9 | . Scheme 
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particularly, and found is iti? 


Scheme 


_ deed, what I had receiv'd it to be, viz; 
the moſt; manly, and moſt elevated, 
and (excepting ſome few ſplendid Ex- 


_ travagancies, and that one unnatural 
and frantick Bravado of rhe Lawfulneſs, 
and, in ſome Caſes, Duty of Self-Maur- 
ther,) ſufficient to ſtate and preſerve the 
Dignity of human Nature here; and 
the neareſt to the Evangelical Perfecti- 
on; yet I never once thought of com- 
paring it with Epicaris's Moral. In- 
deed I could never hope for any thing 
traly worthy, from Principles implying 
an entire Diſregard both for God or Man, 
And as I never heard, that this Philoſo - 
phy, has of it ſelf, done much Harm in 
the World, ſo I have always thought it 
incapable of doing any good, unleſs by 
Chance. A Great Wit (and it ſeems Free- 
thinker) of France, I am told, has found 
or made an exquiſite Syſtem of Morality 
in Epicurufs Doctrine; but Great Wits can 
do any thing. I do not charge Egicaru⸗ 
himſelf, or his genuine Opinions, with 
the common Prejudices coneerning him 


r them; but if his ſo much extoll d 


dea of Friendſhip, be no more juſt and 
noble than his Account of Love is in 
bi. - T om_ 


YT »# 
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Lircrerins, I would not truſt the Friend- 


ſhip of my deareſt Epicurean Friend, 


with the Love of my Siſter, or any other 
Woman whoſe Virtue and Reputation 
I would have ſecur'd, no not for a quar- 
ter of an Hour. But altho' I have ſa- 
tisfy'd my ſelf upon theſe: particular 
Points, and upon all others of the ſame 
Nature and Importance, where I have 
found my ſelf Maſter of the Subject in 
all its parts, and finiſh'd my Examina- 
tion of it; yet I would not be thought 
to preſume to have made a thorough 
and abſolute Diſquiſition into the whole 
Series, theſe great Truths. But as ſoon 
as my Health and Opportunities, will 
allow me, to ſet about the acquiring 
of ſo much Skill in the Mathematicks, 
in the Kyorledge of Time, and of the O- 
riginal Language of the Old Teſtament , 
as may be ſufficient to carry me through 
all Difficulties depending upon ſuch 
things, in their proper Places, without 
ing to the Calculations and Authori- 


ties of others; I purpoſe then. (with the di- 


vine Bleſſing) to enter upon a cloſer and 

more complete Courſe of theſe Studies, 

from which I have fo much Reaſon con- 

fidently to promiſe to my ſelf the berry 
LIL TS 11 11 


(a) 


far from being neceſſary to my Vindica- 
tion, that it is either utterly foreign to 
it, or in ſome Meaſure (perhaps) agaĩnſt 
confer all the Gee ago theſe 

all t Ons 11 
Truths ,- that have either come in my 
way, or I have been directed to; and 
upon my freeeſt and faireſt Tryal of 


them, L have found them, ſo far from 


weakening my Beliefs that for the fur 
ture I ſhalt ev'n ſeek after them, in Ex. 


tion of Strength to it, by 
their Weakneſs. 'be ede 
to be more — here, and I fu 


this Point will be eafily | 
But what T have been ſaying all this 
while for my ſelf, ſubfiſts only upon my 
own Profeſſions, (you will tell me) and 
ſome Appeals to Occaſional Exerciſes, in 
which every Body is oblig d to counte - 
nance ſound Truths; whatever be their 
real Thoughts, and therefore you re- 


—— and — e 
eto out w competent te- 
rials ſor my Defenſe To this I muſt: 
demur a little. I have conſidered Chri- 


— — And altho' this be fa 


quire Arguments and Examples of 4 
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1 
ſtianĩty all along, with diſtinct reſpect᷑ 
to its Belief, and its Manner. I do 
not know whether my Notions have 
been queſtion d with regard to one, or 
both, or which of em. But as to che 
latter; altho', 1 muſt grant, that the 
moſt. natural, and generally the cer- 


y taineſt Evidence that cau be given;. of 
a right Opinion, is a virtuous Life, yet 


E can't think, that, the only Proof it 
can receive; or that tis ſo eſſential to 
it, as to riſe and ſink with it, in a due 


Proportion. I will preſume to ſay, 


that no Perſon living, can have a higher 
Veneration for the Rules of Life, pre- 
fcrib'd;by our holy Religion, or a moro 

lentiful Perſuaſton of their. Excellency 
5 themſelves, or ſuitableneſs to us, 


than my ſelf have. And yet, I muſt 


confeſs, I am not able to produce ſuch 
Arguments for it, as will be expected. in 
the ſtrictneſs of that ſuppoſitien. Cer- 
tainly, an unbyaſs d, and juſt Under - 
ſtanding, may conſiſt with a weak and 
deprav'd Will; or an uncorrupted Will, 
with violent and diſorderly Paſſions and 
Affections. Conſtitution of Body, Com- 
plexion of Mind, Method of Living, and 


many other Cauſes, eiher ingly, or a 


(63) 
leaſt united; may ſometimes prevail, if 
not abſolutely to fore, yet very dan 
geroully — Aecl the oundeſt Reſolu- 
And I take this poſſible State of 
— Mind, to be ſhadow d in thoſe 
Expreſſions in the Ha ly Writings, Where 
in tlie Spirit 1 — mg, but the 
h, weak; the ons to luſt; that is, (a 
conoeive it) to will on to he willing {the 
original Word, in its rſt and proper dig · 
nification, ſignifying no more (probably) 
than Libere and Libido, viz. only a free, 
or {af the Expteſſion will bear · icſelf aut) 
vith Act of the Will) contrary, or in 
ion to the other; and when 
— is made of a Law in the Mem- 
kers warring againſt that of the Mind. 
But in whatſoever the abſtracted Nature 
of this Repug 


nancy aste I am aſ- 
ſur'd, L experimental! y- know, tis no 
otherwiſe in effect. Ignavs opera 


ſliana ſententia, is the higheſt pitch the 


Imperfection of my Nature can as yet 
mount up to: And if I ſhould be tax- 
ed as ſelf-condemn'd on this Accounts 


and my:Gaſe made ſo much the more 


6dious;as by my own Acknowledgment, 
Igo on to reſiſt greater Lights, and 
gronger 9 27 9. this be not 


Ws"; 


'% 


4 
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fo direAly pertinent to the preſent 
ſtion, which is. ſolely of my Beliefs and 
ſeems rather to —— — 
yet Lam otherwiſe concetm d enough in 

the Iſſue, to admit it into 'Conſiderati- 
ont end if it be meant, that of two 
Perſons of equal Capacities, and Means 
of Information; His Guilt is thogroiter, 
who aſtho' be believes and approves 
the wholeſome Truths of his Religion; 
is yet carried on, by Cauſes) nor ſo 
much in his Power, to act inconſiſtent- 
Iy with his Principles; then is tliat of 
—— who neither believes, nor ipptoves, 
nor praRtiſes ; them; which I take to 
be the true State of this Caſe; 1 hope 
Ido not deceive my felf ima Matter of 
ſo great and near Concern, but I am as 
yet perſuaded of the quite contrary, for 
altho ſuch Pleas, will of themſel ves be 
far from acquitting either, ſince neither 
of them can n preend Neceſſity; yet cer- 
tainly'the laſt has more to anſwer for: 
He fas ſuffer'd both his Will and his 
Underſtanding to be corrupted , of ra- 
ther has cor uten both; whereas the 
other has preſerv'd the Soundneſs of 
the latter, tho he owns he has yielded 


too much Occaſion to the peryerl e ts 
Its 


Que- 


3 
„ 


„ * * o 
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bits of the former. Not to mention * 

what we are taught to believe, vi. that 4 

that tis the Vi (ſo it is and muſt be il 

explain'd ) and not the Underſtanding , 

which being originally and naturally e- 

vil, or inclind to be ſo; neceſſarily 

finds thoſe Cloggings and Incumbrances i 
n the Execution of its Being, which ; 
the other is, in its own nature, free | 
from. Upon the whole,. I fancy you | | 
would rather, with me, wiſh your Soul 
with an Eraſmus or a Colet, a Pierce or Wl | 
a Donne, than with a Hobbs or a B---t, þ 
a Bayle or a K-. pry ; | 

But I have dwelt longer upon this | 
point, than, I hope, I had occaſion to 
do upon my own account: and indeed 
I do not know if I ſhould have taken 
it up at all, had not I very lately heard 
this Scruple from the inconſiſtencies of 
Mens Lives with their Profeſſions of Be- 
lief, much inſiſted upon in a certain oc+ 
caſion, which you will eaſily divine. 
Therefore this Suggeſtion, which I vo- 
luntarily made, I would fain believe, I 
have as effectuallj avoided. As for all | il 
other ſorts of Arguments for one's right 
notions in this Practical Part; they are 
of the ſame nature, and will be conſt 
a D der d 


(26) 
der'd in common with thoſe that refer 
to the other. And there I ſuppoſe it 
demanded of me as before; to wit, what 
more concluding, and lefs precarious 
| I can — for my Purga- 
tion, than thoſe naked Profeſſions and 
Appeals which have been already made. 
I can ſatisſie this requeſt no otherwiſe, 
than by ſetting forth, in good faith, 
what I can remember and be poſitive 
to; as to my open Behaviour in this 
View, wherever I have been conver- 
fant; and by challenging all the World, 
who know me, as I here boldly do, to 
declare the worſt they believe of me in 
theſe reſpects: which if I don't account 
for, as much to the Satisfaction of you 
ant all honeſt and ſenſible Men, as I ei- 
ther have, or hope to do before I have 
done, that which refers to what I have 
fo lately learnt from the place where 
you are, I will own my Opinions as 
juſtly ſuſpicious as thoſe of any Perſon 
who cannot clear himſelf from the O- 
pinions, of others about him. And theſe 
are Proofs the moſt private that can he 
brought: for the moſt internal degree 
of Privacy, beſides that which abides in 
the od ire, is fo fr publick, as to. 


 'Tis not before the Heat of Youth 
and Vigour of the ſenſitive Faculties be- 
gins to abate, that we think or talk at 


all, much leſs cooly, and diflinetly, and 


willingly, of ſpeculative Matters; and 
ſtill Wy, leſs ( doubt) of thoſe of 


Religion. And therefore I don't know, 


but it was accidental, that when I was 
ſo young as I was while I reſided in the 
North, I could give ſome Proofs of my 
neither being wholly unacquainted with 
that Subject, nor avoiding it when of- 
fer'd, and at proper Seaſons, of my en- 
tring upon it of my own accord. I 
E to the whole Family in which I 
iv'd at Middlet horp, for the Truth of 
this; and to the young Gentleman par- 
ticularly, of whoſe Education I had, for 
ſome little time, the Care. Nay I can 
farther ask him, if it were not often, 
on Sundays eſpecially, the Theme of our 
Converſation, to talk of the Lovely. 


neſs and Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian | 


Virtues, and of the Truth, Reverence, and 
Authority of its Hiſtory, Miracles, and 
Myſterces. Nay farther yet, whether I 
did nat endeavour to gavern the Aﬀe- 

7 . 
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&ijons and Propenſions of his Youth, 
by reminding him often of his reſpe- 
ctive Duty, as a Son, a Creature, and 
a Chriſtian ; and whether, which will 
perhaps be thought more than all the 
reſt, I ſet him an ill Example. And 
to all this, I expe& his Declaration, 
with the ſame Sincerity and ſtrict Truth, 
with which I acknowledge his uncom- 
mon Proficiency for thoſe very young 
Years, in Learning, Virtue, and the 
Knowledge and Practice of Religion ; 
which T do not mention, as a Bribe to 
engage his giving any ſuch Teſtimony 
of me, but as a Juſtice to his Genius 
and Merit. Since the time I left Tork- 
ſhire, ſome few Rambles interpos d, 
which you know I delight in: My Re- 
fidence has been divided betwixt this 
Place and the Unzver/ty, tho? ſettled, if 
any where, only at the laſt. As at that 
Place, which our Enemies will own, 
very few private Occaſions are given 
for defending one's Religion (and where 
no Occaſions are adminiſter?d there is 
certainly no proper Place to explain, or 
prove, or profeſs our right Underſtand- 
ing in ſuch Matters,) ſo 'tis not to be 
wonder'd, if in a Body of ſo many 
or | Gravg 


R 
Grave and Learned Clerg ymen , a Lay- 
man and a 
to make no great boaſts of that kind. 


Enough for 11 with our Lay, humble 


Pain,, 


To trim their Veſtments 2 or bear up 


their Trams. 


On the contrary, if there be any 
Place where it 'may be innocent or 
commendable, to endeavour, in cer- 
tain reſpects, to ſlacken the Zeal of 


ſome honeſtly meaning Men for the 


Truth it ſelf; tis moſt likely to be 


there. And yet, I believe, many wor- 


thy Men of my Acquaintance will bear 
me witneſs, that I have not been ſhy 
upon ſuitable Occaſions, to ſhew m 
own Zeal in that Place, and eſpecially 
in the lately reviv'd Queſtion, ofthe Exi- 
ſtence of Witches, rightly underſtood and 
ſtated, yet ſo as to ſuppoſe and include 
preternatural Cauſzs, in the disbelie- 
ving of which, (with Contempt of the 
odd, unmannerly Railery of the Defen- 
ders of Free-thinking ;) I ſhall always 
think the Being of ſeparate Spirits, or 
the Power of God over the Creation, 
| or 


ng Man, ſhould be able 
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or his Exiſtence, or the faith of all Hi - 
ſtory, Holy and. Prophane , Ancient. 
and Modern, to be queſtion'd, accus d, 
or ridicul'd. But in this Place, where 
it has long been cuſtomary, and is now 
become faſhionable to diſpute the great 
Truths of Chriſtianity a all and 
more than imaginary Freedom : I am 
not bold to ſay, that I have in ſeaſon, 
and out of ſeaſon, as fy gy. the Op» 
portunity, or movd by my Temper 
endeavour'd to prove and vindicate 
thoſe Truths, by which I hope to be 
fav'd, and of which, (I think) I have 
ſo clear and full a Conception. And 
of this, I believe, I could be as parti- 
cular, as can be defir'd, if it were pro- 
per to make ſuch Incidents publick with- 
out the laſt Neceſſity, I do not pre- 
tend to have always behav'd my ſelf in 
theſe Tryals, with Advantage to ſo good 
a Cauſe, much leſs with Reputation to 
my ſelf. No, I know my weak ſides, 
and how apt I am by a natural Impati- 
ence of minute Proofs, and long Dedu- 
Rions, in Caſes clear to my ſelf; to 
loſe the right View, or betray my own 
Forces: and eſpecially when that Impa · 


tience is heightened, by little 9 


(31) 
and mean Advantages taken on the o- 
ther fide. But theſe, tho they may 
diſcover my Inabilities to ſerve it effe- 
&ually, are no laſtances of my Diſaffe- 
ction to the Chriſtian Cauſe. I remem- 
ber one voluntary Zeal of this nature, 
of which, becauſe I can mention it 
Without Inconvenience, or Suſpicion 
of Affectation; you ſhall have the Sto- 
ry, with the Names of the Perſons 
concern'd. Monſ. BAILE's Critical Di- 
Gtronary, tho for the main Subject of it, 
pretty much to my own Palate, I ever 
thought a Book of as pernicious, as well 
as impertinent a kind, as could fall in- 
to the Hands of Common Readers. 
Tis that Writer's peculiar manner, to 
treat of all Subjects without Diſtincti- 
on, not only with abſolute Freedom, 
but with boundile6 Licence. He ga- 
thers together all that can be ſaid upon 


the reſpective Queſtion, without deter- 


mining, or perhaps knowing, or poſſi- 
bly troubling himſelf on Ehich de 
the Truth lies. Or if he does at any 
time extend himſelf more than ordina- 
rily, or come nearer to a Deciſion on 
one ſide, rp Odds but tis againſt 
the receiud Notion, Let it be 1 
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ſtocd withal, that his Stile and Manner, 


is ſo familiar and lively in the Original, 
that he muſt, ev'n upon that account, 
be read with great Eaſe and Delight, 
in almoſt any Tranſlation. But, which 
is moſt of all to the purpoſe; as he 
mixes a very large and ill ſorted Pro- 
portion of Religion, with his nick nacks 
and Cariofitzes of human Learning, his 
moſt remarkable Prevarications and By. 
aſſes, are commonly found there, I 
know what is pretended by the Writers 
of his Life, to explain or colour over 
this Conduct. But the Fact is notori- 
ous and granted. I had heard there 
was a Deſign on Foot to ſet out this Au- 
thor in Engliſh. 1 know not who en- 
couraged this Undertaking , nor with 
what Deſign they did it. But it was 
obvious, what ill Effects, a Work an- 
ſwering this Deſcription, and a worſe 
in one reſpect, would probably produce 
in the Hands of the Ladies, and of the 
idle and illiterate part of our own Sex, 
for whoſe Convenience it could only be 
deſizn'd. Being withal reſolv'd of the 
unlikelyhood of its turning to any pro- 
fitable account to the Undertakers, not- 
withſtanding the Artifices and Recom- 
WEE | mendations 


(a3) 


courage the Sale, (in which, I hope, 
and believe, they have found me no 
raſh Oveller,) ILteok all the Kum 
ties that r JR RY WAY 4 cen 
fo g the whole Deſign: both; from the 

1 of Intereſt, and that of Chriſtian 

Duty; and for the truth of this, I ap- 
peal to the 123 of Mr. Walthoe 
and Mr. Bramne, Bookſellers near the 
Temple, and to Mr, Lewis, of Covent- 
Garden.in n particular. They ſeem' d to 
be affected with what I faid, as Chri- 
ſtians 5 if not as Tradeſimen; and per- 
e one of em eſpecially, to ſeem 
ſo far convinc'd of what was ſuggeſt- 
ed, as to be about reſolving to clear his 


right of his Concern in it, that J 


ought, 1 de him ſome reaſon. to 


believe, that if it did go on, ſuch a 


ties, and Impertineacies of the Verſion, 
the Book itſelf, or both of em, ſhould 


not fail to follow. the Publication, as 


mor poſſibly ly do little Kindneſs to the 


And 1 knew at that time, ſo 
mach of of 1 Oe 3 and had heard 
1 of the 


Tr an- 


MP 
c 


mendations which might be us d to em | 


might confirm him in fo good a 


imen of the Miſtakes, Dilingenui- 
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Wraiflati6n as to aſſure my ſelf, 1 
neither made an ill intended, meg vain 
Promiſe. That you may not miſtake 
my drift here, as if I were againſt this 
free written Book purely as ſuch, ' and 
thereby- inconſiſtent with ſore of in 
own Inſinuations before; and Ki | 
willing to allow the fame Liberty fac 
Thought a Reading to others, w 
by my own Confeſſion, I have taken my 
felf: give me leave to explain his dat: 
Fer a litttle, as 1t appears to me. 
Freedom of Thought "upon all Ideas 
witköur Excejition is in it itſelf, un. 
doubtedly, of common Right. And as 
for thoſe. who are Sefignt to be ſet'a- 
part to teach, and expfain them to g. 
thers; Theſe may poſſibly ' not only 
have a fight, but lie under a Duty, 
to'think freely , ev'n of the Foundati- 
ons and firſt Principles of the Chriftian 
Religion: which, ydu- Know, was the 
Ekcellvne B e oat 1 == 
Example: farther; 2 05 
Chriftians , Wins ſhall have 
Thoughts of theſe” Matters, A. 145 
of which they can't fairly 5 preſum' d 
to have yielded through their 958 Fault, 
n not w be Ppt, 155 fp 4 * 
pl 


* 


My 
of |, ſatisfying. themſelves © by N. 
means: but does — fob 
low, that they are to be diſquieted, and 
perplex'd in their receiv d Notions - 
uppos d to be true; or to have Occaſi · 
ons of Doubts and Scruples ſought af-- 


ter, and thrown in their wayz no more 


than it follows; that becauſe, what a 
Voman with Child longs for, or a 
Perſon in a high Feaver craves after, 
may be indulg'd them at that time, tho 


in itſelf improper and hurtful in their 
reſpective Caſes; that therefore they 
ought to be put in mind of ſuch things, 
or have them placd ia their fight on 
poſe, But before I. quite take my 


ave of Monſ. BAYLE, I'll give you a 
ſmall ſample of this admir'd Author's- 
Diſingenuity, or Superficialneſs; which 
once took my Eye upon a caſual open- 


ing the Book. Stephanus of Byzantium's 
Alphabetical Account of Cities and Nats- 
ons, is known to be defective in the 


Letters K. and A; Now Foſeph Fe 


had heard that Sophianns, à lear 
Man, and eminently skilłd in the Greek, 


20 d 0 


Feography, had a written Copy of this. 
k, in which theſe Letters were per · 
ſect. And in one 4 1 Latin Epiſiles 

22 to 


＋ 

81 
i | 
1 

1 

N 

— T 
| 

1 


(36 

to his Friend De. Laet, tells him this 
News. 44 Sophianus, ſays Scaliger, has ar 
ct entire Copy, inte grum Exemplar of 
ce Stephanus, cum toto K. Ar A. * hodie 
«© imperfecta cireumferri 41. 
But Mn. BMLE is leaked t to be thus 
witty upon his learned Countryman: 
* Scaliger, ſays he, talks here after an 
« odd Faſhion, of an entire Manuſcript 
„ of this Book, with the Letters K. and 
« A. which, (he fazetionſly thinks)" is 
«juſt as if he ſhould fay , ſuch a ore 
<« has read over the whole New Tefts- 
ment, with the Gijpel of Sr. 

« and the 11. of the Apſiles. tT 
believe you will rather think, that this 
Hirt of Monſ. BALE, is either as if he 
would tell you a deliberate Untrutli, or 
take upon Him to critick upon two 
conſiderabſe and” common Books at 
once, without having ſo much as lool d 
into either of em. 

Now if 1 9 no more to ſay; 1 
ſhould: take no particular Notice of 
what I have — has been objected a · 
gainſt me, or do ſuppoſe to have been 
the Oecaſion of ſuch Objections as 1 
have not had a diſtinct Account of; 


you are able to thake my Defence I 
0 


(5p) 
of what has been faid already. For in 
contrary Preſumptions of equal Force; 
ou know, better than I, that both 

wand Equity favours the accusd 
Party. And I am pretty confident; that 
it may be as fuitly and ſtrongly pre- 
ſum d from what I have mention'd : 
not only of the trueneſs of my Opinions, 
but of the due Temper of my Zeal for 
them; s it can be of the contrary, 
from whatſoever has been, or may be, 
truly and candidly ſaid againſt me in 
the ſame Reſpects. But, even by that 
little which I ſhall fay more of this mat- 
ter, I hope to convince you, that the 
Preſumptions are not equal. The only 
particular Charge I know, and ſo can 
anſwer directly to, is my having, by my 
own Confeſſion, been often in My. Cs 
Company. This Confeſſion, or Profeſſion 
rather, for it was, as (I ſuppoſe) may 
be remember'd, entirely voluntary; you 
will think T ſhould not have made; if 
J had been conſcious of any Evil, or 
juſt Shame, either in the fact itſelf, 
which Facknowledge, or in my making 
it own. At my firſt coming to this 
Place with a proſpect of making any 
ſta here, I was recommended, by a 
ne Clergy- 
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Clergyman of my Acquaintance, to the 
Grecian Goffee-bouſe, as to a Place where 


| I ſhould find much Satisfaction, in the 


Politeneſs and good Senſe of the Com- 
pany. I was ſo far not diſappointed, 
that I met with many, Perſons of Emi- 
nence in their ſeveral Characters and 
Profeſſions, and withal-of conſiderable 
common Learning, and general Acquain- 
tance with Books. As the Diſcourſes 
there were generally in the learned and 
notional way, and very often of things 
of an indifferent Nature; I found no 
reaſon, in the main, to diſcontinue a 
Converſation, where I was often agree- 
ably entertain d, and from whence I 
never came away in the leaſt alter'd, or 
ſtagger d, in my Principles of Religion: 
but finding at laſt, the Subject of Con- 


verſation to turn more and more to Re- 


ligion and Politicks, in which I Was al- 
ways worſt ſatisſied there; this, with 
another Diſſuaſion, which prevail'd 
more with me upon the account of Pi- 
ty, Zeal, and Friendſhip of the Perſon, 
than of the real weight of his Argu- 
ment; determin'd me to frequent that 
Place no longer: and for ſome Vears 
ſince, I have ſeldom gone thither, and 


only 
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only occaſionally. At that Hlace I be- 
gan to know My. C-—-ns : with whiom, 
as being known to be a Perſon of much 


mixt Reading, and great Freedom — | 


Forwardneſs of Diſcourſe," I had, 
bout that — — 658 Cees 
either there ,” okſellers Shops; 
And, at the 0D Plates: I have had ſome 
accidental Talkings with him fince. It 


-would be impertinent here, and un- 


'warrantable by all good Manners, to 
mention ſuch Converſations more parti- 
cularly than is requiſite for one's reafo- 
nable Defence. Therefore you are on- 
y to know, that, upon almoſt every 
Point of Morality, Religion, or Politicks, 
or wWhereſoever the Church, and Clergy, 
and Univerſi ties of England were con- 
cern d, we as certainly diſagreed as we 
debated : and for this 1 could appeal to 

himſelf; who, I make no doubt, will 
thank me for an Opportunity of doing 
us both Juſtice: And here it comes in- 
to my mind, that there may be other 
—.— lying under Prejudices; and per- 
ps juſt ones at the Place where you 

as 5 with whom I may have occaſſonal- 


1y declar'd an Aquaintance; as I have 
herer nn * ſuch, And truly! 
| am 


. 
Handle that has been taken hold of to 
ſuſpe& me, as dis the molt, plauſible one 


mention d at the ſame times, or at other 
times more frequently than I have affe- 
Red, to do; the Names of many more 
Perſons, of quite contrary Diſtinctions, 


whom Ihave had the Happineſs and Ho- 


nour to know, and could at any time ap- 
peal to this exception would probably 
have been prevented.;.. but-now it ſhall 
have its full ForcefAndtho'*rhe honeſt ear- 
ly Rule of multum refert quibuſeum vixerss 
is certainly very juſt; yet to ſpeak in the 
Language of Life, where you ſind, or 


think a Man ſober, honelt, good natur d, 


and civil, or have na reaſon to ſnſpe& 
the contrary of him, you are net o- 
blig d to fly from him, or not ta return 
common Civilities to him, upon a- 
count of his ſpeculative Opinions or 


his Party. Nor if j gu ſhauld have rea- 


ſon to doubt of him in ſome, evin of 
theſe, reſpects, is it youx Duty to forget 
his, goad Offices, to yqu, or your n 
common Humanity, To take care that 
Goodpeſs and Truth in general, receive 
no Deętriment, ſeems d be the 12 10 
vile * d 


n e 
fix d Reſtraint which ought to be put up · 
on us, or we ought to put upon our 
ſelves in our Society with the World. 
And tis poſſible, that a reſerv'd, diſtant, 
and hoſtile Demeanour towards thoſe 
who may differ from us in Opinions, or 
de our Inferiors'in Virtue, may do Ne- 
ligion, and Goodneſs, and Mankind 
more Diſſervite, than the ends props. 
fed in it, ſuppoſing them attain d, can 
make amends for. And to return back 
one little Suſpicion; I wiſh there be not 


often found, more 1 of the 


World, Paſſion, Pride, Ill Nature, Com- 
ardiſe, or Spleen, than true Pzety, or 
Prudeuce in fach a Zeal. As for my 
ſelf; 1 have that good Opinion of hu- 
man Nature, as not very eaſily to ſu- 
ſpect ill, and that Senſe of my own Im- 
perfeRions, as to be very difficultly 

ught to hate the Perſons of the worſt 
Men. And if this be an Error or a 
Crime, I have Confidence of infinite 
Mercies Pardon for it, becauſe I dont 
find it in my Power to help tt. | 
The only Point, befides this laſt, of 
which I am capable of taking expreſs 
Notice, is what I mentioned before, as 
relating to a particular Perſott. * 
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firſt, I thought, out of the reſpect I bear 
him, to ſay nothing more of that here, 
but to wait for ſuch an Opportunity as 
I am happy to have with him when e- 
ver I deſire it, to explain it to himſelf: - 
but conſidering, that the Occaſion he had 
to ſpeak of me was very probably, pu- 
blick, and that others may have thought 
or ſaid the ſame; I ſhall take leave, out 
of the Regard I owe my ſelf, to add 
this alſo to the reſt here. It was af- 
firmed of me, according to my Infor- 
mation, that I read all ſorts of Books, 
and that I often -paſs'd haſty and teme- 
rarious Judgments, which was certain- 
ly true. Ot the many Weakneſſes which 
I am conſcious of, and very uneaſie un- 
der, my Manner of ſtudying is not the 
leaſt in it ſelf, nor in my Senſe of it. 
There are Senſualities and Intemperances 
of the Mind as well as the Body; and 
Infirmities and Diſtempers are the Con- 
ſequences as well of thoſe, as of theſe. 
I have therefore nothing to ſay or do in 
this reſpect, but to endeavour to profit 
by the Advice, and to return my Thanks 


to the Authors of ſo wholſome an Ad- 


monition. And the latter. Part of the 


Obſervation was as juſt as the other, 


being 


| (43) 
being indeed no more than the almoſt 
neceſſary Reſult of it. I have been too 
apt, in common diſcourſe, to talk crude- 
ly, and at random; either for want of 
having carefully and judiciouſly conſi- 
der'd the Point before, or in order to 
do ſo the better afterwards, or led by 
the preſent Paſſion and Diſorder of the 
Mind, without refleting upon the true 
Merit of the Queſtion,, or poſſibly of 
the right State of it. But I hope, for 
the future, either to frequent Compa- 
ny leſs, or to be more ſilent in it, till 
I can come to a better Compoſure of 
Mind, and Command of Words, now 


I perceive the Conſequence of it; and 


that_there has been more Notice taken 
of me, than I had Vanity enough to 
think there could be. I neither know, 
nor trouble my ſelf how my Informer 


underſtood theſe Expreſſions ; nor in 


what manner he would have had me 
underſtand 'em. I heard only what the 
Words were: and as I am ſure nothing 
could truly and juſtly be infer'd from 
thoſe Premiſſes, but what I have freely 
and ſpecially own'd ; ſo the worthy Ler- 
fon concern'd, has never given me any 
Occaſion tq impute an injurious mean- 

74 dat: WOE ing, 
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| 
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ing, or a falſe reaſoning to him. 
Thus, my dear Friend, in the Hurry 
of my firſt Week in Town, at the In- 
tervals of neceſſary Law Buſineſs, and 
by Scraps, in twenty different Places, 
publick and noiſy enough, have I dcri- 
bled, as I could, this juſt and neceſſary 
Explanation, or Apology, I leave it to 
you to make the firſt and beſt Uſe of jt 
in my Yiadication, 


I am, Ec. 


POST 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


I Have at laſt had Leiſure to go thio with Phi- 
lelewherns, and to conſider ſome material Pla- 
ces of the Diſcourſe on Free-tbinking , with more 
Care and Attention, than I ran over the whole 
Book at its firſt coming out. If it be worth your 
while to have a Friend's Thoughts ; the Diſcourſe, 
to my Eye at leaſt, leſſens upon a nearer View. 
But The Anſwer has exceeded my Expectation. 
T his would have been a plain reaſon for that, if 
I bad not paſs'd this Judgment before I ſet down 
to the Anſwer, or if I had form'd it only from 
thoſe Places which are there attack d. You 
know how often I have expreſs d my Admiration 
of Pbileleutberus, in his Province of a Critick. I 
am now aftoniſh'd, not only at theſe new and 
greater Diſcoveries of his Genius that way; but at 
his valt Compaſs, and clear Views of all Anti- 
quity and Learning, ſacred, as well as civil and 
claſſical. This is certainly the Perſon, to whom 
that hackney Complement to eminent Scholars, 
is, if it ever were, juſtly apply d, 
Cu ſe peftore cuncta vetuſtas 
Cundidit, & major collectis viribus exit. 

If there be any thing above this Hero in Lites 
rature's Maſtery, tis his own vaſt Parts and Lear- 
ning. *Tis poſhble the huge Size and Strength of 
his Abilities, may ſometimes tranſport him be- 


yond his own Scope, or the Neceſſity of the Sub- 


ject, and give his little Envyers, and Adverſaries 
an Opportunity of having ſomething to reply, or 
to catch at. But I wiſh They, ifi alteri, were ca- 
pable of his Eſcapes or Redundancies. If af- 
ter this ſincere Profeſſion, I ſhould offer at a Re- 


mark where he has been before me; you _— 
| jultly 


—— — — — _ 
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juſtly accuſe me, of a hardier Preſumption, 


than any-\Simile or Proverb can come up to. 
And ö not wonder when you hear 
me ſay, he has not given me thorough Satisſa- 
ion in one or two particulars; not for want of 
Learning or Judgment, but by not uſing the O 

portunities of exerciſing and applying them. In 


eſtect, he does not ſeem to come up to my Ortbo- 


doxy in the Points of Witchcraft and Oracles. But 
of this more, and particularly on ſome other Oc- 
caſion. There are alſo ſome other Paſſages in 
Free-thinking, either paſs d over by Phileleatherms 


as not within his Purpoſe, or being in that Part 
of the Book which he has not yet confider d, that 


I may find an Opportunity to give you m 

Thoughts of. Amongſt theſe, there is one of 
Conſequence ; and that is, Foſephw's Notion of 
the Paſſage of the RE D SEA, as cited and ob- 
tery'd upon by this Author. As to which, I 
here engage, (provided we hear no more of Phj- 
Ieleut her us, and be not prevented by ſome other 
hand to whoſe greater Abilities it will become 
ſueh as my ſelf to give way; and eſpecially if 
you defire it,) when I get to my Books and Pa- 
pers, and a little Leiſure, to make out, and ev'n 
demonſtrate, from Nature, Hiſtory, and the 
thing it ſelf, that the foremention'd Paſſage, was 
entirely miraculous, and had ſcarce any thing 
in common with that of Alexander's Army from 
Lycia into Pamphylia ; and this againſt Thi Wri- 
ter, Le Clerc, Foſephis and all the Freethinkers in 
the World, or it it be ſtill infiſted upon, and 
admitted, that they were both alike, I promiſe to 
prove both miraculous even againſt Alexander him- 
felf. This founds like a bold Challenge indeed, 
it will be ſaid ; but I would have you anſwer 
for me, in theſe Words of another of my favou- 


rice old Ports, a little alier'd for Application: | 
Meek 


— £ 


iet ts bis denn I ſowiy bis Caiſelancs by: 
Butin TRUTH's Cauſe, a bavghty Gorrage boaſt 


Great Alexander dares, and whole Free in 


"ng anne | | 
At preſent, 1 will only detain you while I give 
ae lollabes of the Free-thinkers Spirit and Man- 
ner, Ons er n E the 2 2 

ion Fr in publiſhing . tranſla 1 s 
which this Pretender to fair dealing is pleaſed 
to give, is that of The Reverend Ar. Brown Re- 


For Zane Kent ; who in his En iſh” 
OT 


Tran bao e Fab rw: W 
fc printed in 1693, ing to chi 
e 0 the-moſt rem le — 
valuable P es that are to be found in thoſe 
Ft wing e ef rig. fe b de 
ws the moſt remarkable. For t j 

= FALLS J fear, oo See the Dioute 

ree-thinking ; 95.] Now I wi e you 
the true . 5 chis Matter, and 71 

1 


fore you to judge betwixt Mr. Brown and his 
Accuſer. only Collection we have of 
F. PAUL's Letters conſiſts of thoſe which he writ 
in Italian to the Siears Leſchaſſier, Car ve de Liſle, 
Gillot, and ſome others of his Friends in Fraxce. 


Theſe were gather d together, and preſerv'd 
one of the ny L ned : 254 tis — 
Collection that My. Brown undertook to tran- 


ſlate ; in which, I ſuppoſe, this wy ts will 
be found. 


Bk 


pretend that this Paſſage is to 

in that memorable Year 1641, one Lens ds 
Moulin, a rigid and bitter Calviniſt, in a veno- 
mous Libel, which he then publiſh'd under a 
borrow'd Name, - againſt Epiſcopacy, and its 
Patrons, and Defenders here in England; preſents 
us with this Paſſage, by it ſelf, in Latin, and 
gives it the Name of Part of 4 Letter from F.P AUL 
1% Monſ. Leſchaſier. Now ſuppoſe Mr. Brown 
| kuew 


his Art 
his Edition of a Doble Collection, of truly al 


| _ thee. Tou wilt underſta 
8 paring the /atro 
25 © 8 Church, wm | long Letter to 


18) 


knew this. He undertook-and ES 


ate a particular Collection of the 4 
talian Letters already made, and printed. And 
is be guilty ot Pina Fraud, Smothering; Corraption, 


and Omiſſan, for. net finding aut, and pu- 
bliſhing wih thoſe, . * Cap a & a Zain Letter, 


without an for nuine⸗ 
neſs? But one that Mr. arm en ne; 
or had ſeen this remarkable 0 


and yet, @ the Impoſture: Ot 
1 Tanne Reli —— He has 
publiſhed it, Word 12 Word, in the 5 
Nor bis Book, where he Fargo do it wit - 


e 9 e truth of all 


to Mr. Brown's Fog Beg which, 


at your irs, compare with the 94: th 
and nk anda, ne Die. Ha vin gat he 
ok ere, nor kale ax pe Sa to 155 after ie 
ca n't grect a to the very Page; but you wi 
find it in the Publick 1 a it may 
worth your while to read the whole Preface oye 
For rs any vider curious things in it. 10 
not break my Promiſe to make N 


only phe oe aye e of EW - 


courſer, in ſingling out Me Brown, to 
A Perſon deſervedly famons 5 


end and worthy Free-thinker), under th the * 
foes MS. Yer un expetendarum or 1 17 7 11 


juſt mentiqning my Surpriz: 
Leys of F PAUL AUL's Letters, by. Mahn 


Paſſage the molt irkable Aus valuable 9 
ph will. my Meani 
ion 15 the Ri 


in this Collection; 5 d which Þ,, clan, Thinks 
the Lk in the Book. 


